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County is home to
mega-warehouses

L

eicestershire plays a vital part in
the trend for big retailers and
suppliers centralising their distribution operations into
mega-warehouses.
About a third of the UK population –
some 22 million people – live within three
hours’ drive. Add in the fact that we benefit
from excellent motorway links, and it becomes obvious why so many businesses are
building huge sheds in our countryside.
Key geographical areas include Bardon,
near Coalville, on a “golden triangle” 1.5
miles from junction 22 of the M1, and near
to the M6 and M42.
Brantano has an operation there as do
DHL and electronics retailer Marks Electrical, while part of the site called Maximus
22 covers about 1.5 acres and can accommodate buildings of up to 250,000 sq ft for
distribution and manufacturing.
A couple of miles away in Ellistown there
are the headquarters of the Pall-Ex haulage

operation run by TV star Hilary Devey.
Further north, Marks & Spencer has a
new one million sq ft distribution centre
near East Midlands Airport, while developer Roxhill wants to build six new
warehouses with 1.5 million sq ft of floor
space on farmland bordering Castle Donington, Hemington, Lockington and Kegworth, north of the airport.
DHL and UPS both have operations at
East Midlands Airport, one of the UK’s
busiest cargo airports.
Ashby also has its share of huge barns including a site operated by Dutch distribution firm Ceva Logistics.
Closer to Leicester, catalogue clothing
business Boden has a site at Meridian Business Park, in Braunstone, next to junction
21 of the M1.
A couple of miles to the west is Neovia
Logistics Services (formerly Caterpillar Logistics Solutions) in Desford, which supplies
car parts for Land Rover and other vehicles.
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Head further south and there is Magna
Park, near Lutterworth, which is Europe’s
largest distribution park.
The park is a commercial property salesman’s dream – with wide, tree-lined
boulevards, offering easy access for lorries.
Its most recent tenant was Eddie Stobart,
which two years ago moved into a 275,000
sq ft warehouse following a £15 million investment. It is a mile from junction 20 of the
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M1, within spitting distance of the A5.
Tenants include Asda, Argos, Britvic, BT,
Disney, Nissan, TNT and Toyota.
Alongside Pall-Ex, the county’s haulage
companies include the Widdowson Group,
which has a huge site at Glenfield and one in
Bardon.
Its clients include Waitrose and Magimix
and the company has a fleet of more than
120 vehicles and around 200 trailers.

JLo Logistics provide freight
forwarding and shipping by
sea, land and air. In today’s
competitive environment
we believe that it is vital to
listen to our clients needs,
fulfilling them effectively and
competitively.

1 Holmes Close, Groby,
Leicestershire LE6 0BU
Phone- 01162 874624
www.jlo.uk.com

STORAGE SOLUTIONS

INCREASE WAREHOUSE
EFFICIENCY
TGW’s AS/RS boost your warehouse
performance, increase stock
reliability, reduce warehouse
footprint and costs.

YOUR ONE STOP SHOP FOR ALL FOREST PRODUCT TRANSPORTATION AND LOGISTICS | AGENTS | VESSEL POSITIONS | VESSEL DETAILS | LONG TERM STORAGE FACILITES

A one stop shop
for all forest
product
transportation
& logistics

WAREHOUSE SOLUTIONS THAT DELIVER!
The TGW Group are a leading supplier and systems integrator of highly

dynamic, automated logistics solutions for warehousing, production, picking
and distribution operations. The company designs, manufactures and
installs a complete range of solutions, from small conveyor applications to
complex, fully automated and storage &
retrieval systems.

The TGW Group is a privately owned company with headquarters situated
in Wels, Austria. Over 1700 employees are located world-wide and
represented in the form of wholly owned subsidiaries on 3 continents. With
sustained ﬁnancial stability TGW has demonstrated signiﬁcant growth year
on year.
Our business is built on the core competencies and experience of our people
across the disciplines of data & operational analysis, solution design and
equipment application. simulation, project realisation and implementation
and lifetime support. Our products are widely regarded as ‘best in class’
by our customers and we use the highest execution standards to achieve
seamless integration of our solutions. TGW provide logistic solutions to a
wide range of industries including: Apparel / Retail Fashion – e.Commerce
– Grocery, Food & Beverage – Fast Moving Consumer Goods (FMCG) –
Manufacturing – Automotive – Pharmaceutical.

TGW key capabilities:
•

Tote, Tray, Carton & Pallet Conveyor Systems

•

High Speed Automated Storage & Retrieval
Systems (ASRS - designed to handle
diverse unit loads from pallets to cartons)

•

Controls Technology

•

Sortation Systems

•

Life Time Services (LTS - preventative
maintenance contracts and full time on-site
resident engineering cover)

Innovative Isotrack offers new layer of security
A Leicestershire-based shipping ﬁrm is leading
the way in an international project that could
deliver a vital new layer of security to world trade.
TTS Shipping, of Melton Mowbray, is the project
coordinator of Isotrack II, set up to develop and
bring to market an innovative new tracking and
monitoring device for maritime containers.
The European Union recognised the importance
of the Isotrack initiative when it awarded the
project partners a €2.2 million FP7 grant for
the development of a prototype of the tracking
device. That development phase was completed
at the end of October 2011.

Working with TGW as a system integrator,
a solution provider or an equipment supplier, our
customers experience the positive professional
attitude of our team of industry specialists
who focus all their efforts ensuring that they
deliver or exceed the customer expectation.
Put simply, we do what we say!

TGW Limited, Falcon Court, Market Harborough,
Leicestershire LE16 7XY
+44(0)1858 468855 ukenquiries@tgw-group.com
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“Following the successful ﬁrst phase, we were
awarded €750,000 of new FP7 ‘Demonstration’ funding, to take the prototype to reality,”
says Dougie Bryce, director of TTS Shipping.
“We would genuinely not have got to this stage
without EU funding. The ﬁrst phase allowed us
to get as far as a proof of principle prototype;
without the second grant, that prototype would

Telephone: +44(0)
LBM-E01-S2 LMBZ

have stayed on the shelf, as we would have had
no way to get it to market.”
The issue of tracking and monitoring containers
has been a subject of much debate, globally, ever
since 9/11, because of fears of a ‘dirty bomb’ or
similar being smuggled inside a container. The
United States in particular has pushed forward
with political demands for 100% scanning or
X-raying of containers but the physical challenges
have so far made this impossible – world trade
would simply grind to a halt because of the delays involved. Research shows that currently only
about two per cent of containers are scanned.
The Isotrack consortium has developed a different solution – a device which can be integrated
into each individual container, tamper-proof,
capable of low-cost retro-ﬁtting, and with a very
long battery life. The device detects low-level
radiation, volatile organic compounds (VOCs)
and other threats as soon as any such material
is packed into the container, and it continues

1664 410 441

to monitor the container throughout the supply
chain, reporting any tampering or removal/alteration of the contents during its journey.
The device has global coverage reporting via
GPS, GPRS or Iridium satellite – a particularly
important element of Isotrack is its ability to
send a radio frequency signal from inside a steel
container.
“It is a sign of the partners’ belief in the product
that all of the original SME partners have remained in the new (demonstration) phase,” says
Mr Bryce. “This is a truly European consortium,
with partners from the UK, Slovenia, France and
Finland.”
The partners include Finnish shipping line
Containerships, which will test Isotrack in its
containers and on its ships across its European
service network. Stellarview, the new company
set up as the eventual sales vehicle for Isotrack,
is based in Melton Mowbray.

Email: Ops@tts.co.uk

“The new FP7 grant will support us in the
production of the device in sufﬁcient numbers
for meaningful tests in the ‘real world’, and in
developing the software, attending seminars
and exhibitions worldwide, and demonstrating
what this fantastic concept can offer to potential
clients,” says Mr Bryce.
“As well as security – in terms of detecting
dangerous substances or even human trafﬁcking, and protection against theft – Isotrack will
offer commercial beneﬁts. The device has the
potential to provide real-time information on a
box’s contents and location, instantly updating
as products are added or removed along the
supply chain.”

For further information, contact
Dougie Bryce at TTS Shipping:
email: dougie@tts.co.uk
tel: 01664 412607
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